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Mordecai Manuel Noah 1818 Address

‘Who is he that can amend them? Once encroach upon their connections, once impair or 
affect their essence, once innovate upon their principles, and who can say where it will 
end: what dangers may not arise, what destruction may not be anticipated.’

in 1841 New York’s parnas, Moses L. Moses wrote to London’s leaders Moses 
Montefiore, Judah Guedalla, and J. Jalfon

“To this time we have in our congregation steered clear of the rock of innovation, the most 
trifling, or immaterial has not been permitted in our public worship, fearful that is might 
afford argument for farther, and more important alteration...no sooner shall their authors 
have passed from this transitory life, than, a new set coming into power and fancying 
themselves wiser than their predecessors, must of course substitute their plan of Public 
Worship...let any of us arriving from almost any part of the world, meet, we feel ourselves 
at home, and join in the service of the synagogue, on any day, at any time, even to the 
different tunes.”


