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1) The Palgrave Dictionary of Anglo-Jewish History, 2001
edited by W. Rubinstein, Michael A. Jolles



2) The Jews of Hackney Before 1840 by Malcolm Brown in JHSL Vol. 30 1987 pg 83-84

Among the more notable inhabitants of the parish, Grace Aguilar was born here in 1816, to a family 
which on her mother's side had links with the district going back to the 1740s. The Aguilars moved 
away in 1824 and returned some years later, when they fixed on 5 The Triangle as a house large 
enough to accommodate the family and a few boarders at the academy Grace's mother
established.83 In a short story entitled 'Red Rose Villa and its inhabitants'(included in the 
posthumous Home Scenes and Heart Studies) Grace described ‘a first-rate finishing school for 
young ladies of the first families', with its own family, like hers, of two sisters and two brothers. This 
may have been a sly glance at another Jewish school nearby, the academy for young ladies at 5
Wickham Place, Clapton, kept by Lydia, Miriam, Rose and Caroline, the four daughters of Abraham 
Belisario the Jamaica merchant. Miriam Belisario herself was to achieve a measure of literary 
celebrity with the publication in 1856 of her Sabbath Evenings at Home.



3) Jewish History, Volume 8, Nos. 1-2,1994 
The Frankaus of London: A Study in Radical Assimilation, 1837-1967 
Todd M. Endelman

47. Louis Hyman, The Jews of Ireland from Earliest Times to the Year 1910 (London and 
Jerusalem, 1972), 134-5; Eliza Aria, My Sentimental Self(London, 1922), 3-4, 9; 1871 
census, RG 10/11/45, PRO. The school, which attracted children from the Sephardl 
community in particular, was kept by the four daughters of Abraham Belisario, a Jamaica 
merchant. One of the sisters, Miriam Mendes Belisario (c.1820-1885), compiled a 
Hebrew and English vocabulary for the daily prayers and wrote Sabbath Evenings at 
Home, a collection of dialogues on Judaism. Malcolm Brown, "The Jews of Hackney 
before 1840, Transactions of the Jewish Historical Society of England (hereafter TJHSE) 
30 (1989): 84; The Jewish Encyclopedia, s.v. "Belisario, Miriam Mendes.”

4) BELISARIO, MIRIAM MENDES: 
JewishEncyclopedia.com: The unedited full-text of the 1906 Jewish Encyclopedia
By: Joseph Jacobs

English authoress and teacher; born in London about 1820; died there 1885. She was a 
granddaughter of Isaac Mendes Belisario (see Lyson, "Environs of London," iii. 429), and with her 
sisters for many years kept a girls' school in which numerous members of the Sephardic 
community were educated under her direction. She compiled a "Hebrew and English Vocabulary" 
for a selection of the daily prayers (1848), and wrote "Sabbath Evenings at Home" (London, 1856); 
the latter being in the form of dialogues upon the spirit and ordinances of the Jewish religion.
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5) Sabbat Evenings at Home by Miriam Mendes Belisario 

http://jewishencyclopedia.com


6) Bevis Marks Records: Part V
The Birth Register (1767-1881)

7) BELISARIO: A HISTORICAL BIOGRAPHY OF A JAMAICAN JEWISH ARTIS 
by Jackie Ranston
http://lphfoundation.org/the-lindo-slave-holding-family/

Then there’s Jacob Mendes Belisario. Who was Jacob? He was Isaac’s uncle, a London art dealer 
and stockbroker. Today, we hear a lot in the news about worldwide recession, the troubled world of 
investment and fraudulent escapades. But in 1822, Jacob Mendes Belisario became involved in 
the most audacious fraud in history when he became the agent for Gregor MacGregor, a Scottish 
adventurer, who managed to raise some 200,000 pounds sterling on the London market, at 6 % 
interest, as he beguiled London society and the man-in-the-street alike to invest in Poyais, a new 
republic on the Caribbean coast of Central America. The only problem was Poyais didn’t exist! The 
bond issues, land sales, and trumped-up currency of the imaginary territory of Poyais, were all part 
of a brilliant scam.

8) My Sentimental Self Diary by Eliza Aria (b1866), 1922
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9) Sabbath Evenings at Home by Miriam Mendes Belisario

Available Online 
https://books.google.co.uk/books?
id=EckCAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=f
alse 
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