Rambam (Maimonides)
Foundations of Torah: Ch. 1

Mitsvot:

I
To know that there is a God.
(Ex., 20:2; Deut., 5:6)

II:

That it shouldn’t enter the mind that there is another god
other than Primal Existence.

(Ex., 20:2; Deut., 5:6)

1

The foundation of all foundations and the pillar of
wisdom is to know that there is Primal Existence Who
maintains all that exists. All the beings of the heavens,
the earth, and what are between them exist only from

the reality of His being.

2

Therefore, if that (Primal Existence) would not be,

nothing else could be.

3

While if the entities aside from Him did not exist, He
alone would continue to exist, and He would not be
eliminated due to their elimination, because all the
[other] entities require Him and He, blessed be He,
does not require them nor any specific one of them.
Therefore, the truth of His [being] is not like the truth

of any of their [beings].

4

This is the meaning of prophet's statement [Jeremiah
10:10]: "And God, the Lord, is Truth" - i.e., He alone is

Truth and to no other is there truth like His truth. This
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is the meaning of the Torah's statement [Deuteronomy 4:35]: "There is no other aside

from Him" - i.e., there is no true existence aside from Him like His.

5

This Primal Existence is Lord of the universe, Master
of the entire earth. And He is the one that controls
the sphere with power that has no end or
culmination, with power that has no interruption, for
the sphere circulates and it is impossible for it to
revolve without someone causing it to revolve. And
He, blessed be He, is the one who moves it with no

hand and no body.

6

The knowledge of this is a positive commandment, as
it is said [Exodus 20:2]: "I am God, your Lord...."
Anyone who presumes that there is a different god
other than this, transgresses a negative
commandment, as it is said [Exodus 20:3]: "You shall
have no other gods before Me" and uproots the
fundamentals [of faith], because this is the great

principle [of faith] upon which all depends.
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