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Grace Aguilar was born of Spanish-Jewish parents at The Paragon, Hackney, London, on June 2, 
1816. Grace was the first child of Emanuel Aguilar (8th June 1787 - 18th January 1845) and Sarah 
(nee Dias Fernandes) Aguilar (9th June 1787 - 29th April 1854) Emanuel and Sarah were married 
on 7th June 1809. Sarah was the third daughter of Jacob Dias Fernandes and granddaughter of 
Benjamin Dias, a Portuguese Merchant of Jamaica.

Grace's Grandfather, Joseph Aguilar (1765 - 17th December 1822) had married his first cousin 
Grace Aguilar (1764 - 28th February 1823) The generation of Aguilar's before this had owned 
sugar plantations in Jamaica, their forebears having fled Jewish persecution in Spain.
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