Perspectives - Class 1
Love: Torah's Approach

Source Sheet by Rabbi Joseph Dweck

Genesis 24:67 TOITID NOWNA2
(67) Isaac then brought her into the tent
of his mother Sarah, and he took
Rebekah as his wife. Isaac loved her,
and thus found comfort after his mother’s
death.
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"Love is not affectionate feeling, but a steady wish for the loved person's ultimate
good

as far as it can be obtained” - C.S. Lewis.

Genesis 25:21

(21) Isaac pleaded with the LORD on
behalf of his wife, because she was
barren; and the LORD responded to his
plea, and his wife Rebekah conceived.

Bereishit Rabbah 63:5

Deuteronomy 23:6

(6) But the LORD your God refused to
heed Balaam,; instead, the LORD your
God turned the curse into a blessing for
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9.

you, for the LORD your God loves you.

Proverbs 10:12

(12) Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers
up all faults.

Haamek Davar on Genesis 33:4:1

Bereishit Rabbah 54:3

Mishneh Torah, Foundations of the
Torah 2:1-2

(1) It is a mitzvah to love and fear this
glorious and awesome God, as
[Deuteronomy 6:5] states: "And you shall
love God, your Lord" and, as
[Deuteronomy 6:13] states: "Fear God,
your Lord."What is the path [to attain]
love and fear of Him? When a person
contemplates His wondrous and great
deeds and creations and appreciates His
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10.

infinite wisdom that surpasses all
comparison, he will immediately love,
praise, and glorify [Him], yearning with
tremendous desire to know [God's] great
name, as David stated: "My soul thirsts
for the Lord, for the living God" [Psalms
42:3].

(2) When he [continues] to reflect on
these same matters, he will immediately
recoil in awe and fear, appreciating how
he is a tiny, lowly, and dark creature,
standing with his flimsy, limited, wisdom
before He who is of perfect knowledge,
as David stated: "When I see Your
heavens, the work of Your fingers... [I
wonder] what is man that You should
recall Him" [Psalms 8:4-5]. Based on
these concepts, I will explain important
principles regarding the deeds of the
Master of the worlds to provide a
foothold for a person of understanding to
[develop] love for God, as our Sages said
regarding love: "In this manner, you will
recognize He who spoke and [thus,]
brought the world into being.

Mishneh Torah, Repentance 10:2-7

(2) The one who serves [God] out of love
is involved in Torah study and in the
commandments and goes in the paths of
wisdom, not for the sake of something in
the world and on account of fear from
[resulting] evil, and not in order to acquire
a good but rather, he does the truth on
account of its being the truth - and in the
end, the good will come because of it.
And this virtue is a very great virtue and
not every sage merits it. And it is the
virtue of our father, Avraham, who the
Holy One, blessed be He, called he who
loved Him, since he only served [God]
out of love. And it is the virtue that the
Holy One, blessed be He, commanded us
through Moshe, as it says, And you shall
love the Lord, your God (Deuteronomy
6:5). And when a man loves the Lord
with an appropriate love, automatically he
does all of the commandments out of
love.
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(3) What is the appropriate Love? It is
that a person should love God with a
great and very excessive love, until his
souls is bound up in love of God and he
focuses on it constantly as if he were
lovesick and could not take his mind off
of some woman, whether sitting,
standing, even when he eats and drinks.
Beyond this, love of God should be in
their hearts constantly, as we were
commanded: with all your heart and
with all your soul (Deut. 6:5). Thus
[King] Solomon said, as a metaphor, for [
am lovesick (Song of Songs 2:5), for all
of Song of Songs is a metaphor for this
matter.

(4) The First Sages said (Nedarim 62a),
"Lest you will say, "behold I will study
Torah i order that I will become rich, in
order that I will be called 'rabbi,' in order
that I will receive reward in the World to
Come,' [the verse comes to] teach [the
opposite, when it] says (Deuteronomy
11:13), to love the Lord - everything that
you do, you should only do out of love."
And the sages also said (Avodah Zara
19a), "Greatly desire His commandments,
not the reward of His commandments."
And so would the greatest Sages
especially command their most
understanding and brightest students
(Avot 1:3), "Do not be like slaves, that
serve their master, etc.,' but rather,
because He is the Master, it is fitting to
serve him." That is to say, "serve Him out
of love.

(5) Anyone who engages in Torah in
order to receive a reward, or so that
misfortune will not befall him, engages in
Torah not for its own sake; but anyone
who engages in it not from Fear and not
from a desire to receive reward — she
engages in it for its own sake. Our sages
taught: A person should certainly engage
in Torah even not for its own sake, since
engagement not for its own sake leads to
engagement for its own sake. Therefore
when we teach children and women and
generally ignorant people — we only teach
them to serve out of Fear and in order to
receive a reward. Once their
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11.

12.

understanding deepens and they gain
additional wisdom, then we reveal this
secret to them little by little and accustom
them to this concept gently until they
grasp and understand and serve God
through Love.

(6) It is a clearly known matter, that Love
of the Holy Blessed One is not bound up
in a person’s heart until she engages it
constantly as is appropriate, and
abandons everything else in the world but
this, as God commanded and said: with
all your heart and with all your soul
(Deut. 6:5). Love will be according to
understanding: if [understanding] is slight,
[love] will be slight, and if
[understanding] is great, [love] will be
great. Therefore a person must set aside
[time] for himself to understand and
grasp the wisdom and understanding that
his Creator provides him according to
each person’s ability to understand and
grasp, as we have explained in Laws of
the Foundations of Torah.

(7) (The first book has been completed
and it is the Book of Knowledge.)
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“It is an illusion to believe that one can separate life in such a way that one is
productive in the sphere of love and unproductive in all other spheres.
Productiveness does not permit of such a division of labor. The capacity to love
demands a state of intensity, awakeness, enhanced vitality, which can only be the
result of a productive and active orientation in many other spheres of life. If one is
not productive in other spheres, one is not productive in love either.”

Excerpt From: Erich Fromm. “The Art of Loving.”

“If man is to be able to love, he must be put in his supreme place. The economic
machine must serve him, rather than he serves it. He must be enabled to share
experience, to share work, rather than, at best, share in profits. Society must be
organized in such a way that man’s social, loving nature is not separated from his
social existence, but becomes one with it. If it is true, as I have tried to show, that
love is the only sane and satisfactory answer to the problem of human existence, then
any society which excludes, relatively, the development of love, must in the long run
perish of its own contradiction with the basic necessities of human nature. Indeed, to
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13.

14.

speak of love is not “preaching,” for the simple reason that it means to speak of the
ultimate and real need in every human being. That this need has been obscured does
not mean that it does not exist. To analyze the nature of love is to discover its general
absence today and to criticize the social conditions which are responsible for this
absence. To have faith in the possibility of love as a social and not only exceptional-
individual phenomenon, is a rational faith based on the insight into the very nature of

man.”

Excerpt From: Erich Fromm. “The Art of Loving.”

Mishneh Torah, Human Dispositions
6:3

(3) It is a commandment upon every
person to love each and every Jew as
himself, as it is stated, "You shall love
your neighbor as yourself" (Leviticus
19:18). Therefore one needs to speak
praises of [the other]| and to be as careful
with his money as one is with one's own
money and [as one] desires his own
honor. Whoever gains honor through the
disgrace of his fellow has no portion in
the world to come.

Deuteronomy 7:7-11

(7) It is not because you are the most
numerous of peoples that the LORD set
His heart on you and chose you—indeed,
you are the smallest of peoples; (8) but it
was because the LORD favored you and
kept the oath He made to your fathers
that the LORD freed you with a mighty
hand and rescued you from the house of
bondage, from the power of Pharaoh king
of Egypt. (9) Know, therefore, that only
the LORD your God is God, the steadfast
God who keeps His covenant faithfully to
the thousandth generation of those who
love Him and keep His commandments,
(10) but who nstantly requites with
destruction those who reject Him—never
slow with those who reject Him, but
requiting them instantly. (11) Therefore,
observe faithfully the Instruction—the
laws and the rules—with which I charge
you today.
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